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ANNIVERSARIES OF RELIGIOUS AND BENEVO- 
: LENT SOCIETIES. 


We shall continue to publish such abstracts 
as we believe will meet the approbation of every 
lover of Christ and the souls ef men. We think 
it important that we should know what others 
are doing in the great work of evangelizing and 
meliorating the world of our fetlow beings in 
order that we may be stirred up to greater ef- 
fort. Let us look facts in the face—and we 
shall see there is a mighty spirit of prayer— 
Confidence in God, and expenditure of means 
to accelerate the coming of the Millennial years. 


From the New York Evangelist. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 
Fifth Annual Report.—Abridged. 


In presenting their Fifth Report, the Execu- 
tive Committee feel themselves called upon, in 
louder accents than ever before, to thank God 
and take courage. During the year, they have 
sent out three chaplains to foreign stations, two 
of them requiring heavy outfits, by way of pro- 
vision for their own comfortable living and for 
places of worship. Owing to the ill health of 
the general agent, there has been less travelling 
to solicit funds than formerly. Yet so have the 
hearts of the Christian community been opened 
to contribute for the cause, that the committee 
have not been materially embarrassed for want 
of funds. 
The operations for the Society may, for con- 
venience, be divided into five departments. 
I. The Sea-ports of the Atlantic. 
The number ef seamen connected with them 
is spesend to be about 100,000. | 

1. Portland.—Special advances have been 
made this year, in regard to temperance board- 
ing houses. The ‘‘Seamen’s Mansion,’’ which 


600 boarders. 
2. Salem.—A chapel has-been provided, and 
a preacher procured, a Marine Temperance So- 


ciety of 100 members, and a temperance board- 
ing house. 


has been entirely relieved from its heavy load 
of debt. The ‘Port Society” have been build- 
ing a very commodious house of worship. A 
large Female Society has been formed to re- 
lieve the temporal necessities of the families of 
seamen. 

_ 4, New-Bedford.—Their recent institutions 
have fully met their expectations, and excited. 
cheering hopes for the future. 

d. New-Haven.—A Free Church has been es- 
tablished, one special object of which is to ac- 
commodate seamen. More magazines are taken 
_ there than in any town on the coast, except, 
New-York. 


6. New-York.—The Sabbath School and its 


is assisted by a society of ladies, has entertained | 


‘thence to New-Orleans. 


. Boston.—The church erected on Fort Hill} 


Library, in- the Mariner’s Church, have been 


much increased; a bible class for seamen insti- 
tuted; arangements made for employing an agent 
for the Marine Bible Society; a Female Associa- 
tion formed, embracing over 100 wives of ‘ship 
masters, to supply the wants of seamen’s fami- 
lies, and a promising Marine Temperance So- 
ciety established. 


7. Philadelphia.—aA society for the benefit of 


seamen and their families has been formed in 
the Mariner’s Church; also a Female Society in 
the city, which supports the preachers of the 
Mariner’s Baptist Church; the Boarding-house 
established by the S. F. Society has lately much 
increased its patronage, and another has been 
placed on the temperance system. 

8. Baltimore.—No special attention.* 

9. Charleston.—The Bethel Boarding House 
has been better patronized than ever before; and 
the ladies of the place have held a fair for the 
various Seamen’s institutions, at which they 
raised $1,240. 

10. Sanannah.—The erection of a commo- 
dious Mariner’s Church is commenced,in a fine 
situation. 

1l. New-Orleans.—Little has been done, for 
the want of a preacher. The station, however, 
has lost none of its importance. 


Il. Our Intanp Waters—Embracing the 
route from this city to the western lakes, and 
It employs 100,000 
men, traversing one of the most fertile and en- 
terprising regions, and imparting intelligence 
and impressions continually to its stirring popu- 
lation. The importance of their influence can 
hardly be estimated. 
lbany.—A preacher was employed last 
season, and a place of worship fitted up,but the 
cholera prevented a full experiment. 

2. Troy.—-A church erected during the past 
year, and a permanent preacher engaged. 

3. Utica.—A minister provided, with a suita- 
ble ‘place of worship. The ‘‘Young Men’s So- 
ciety,’ have rendered efficient aid. 

4. Oswego.—A preacher regularly employed, 
and the fruits very visible over the whole of lake 
Ontario. During the winter, the sailors have 
formed themselves into a school, which was 
taught gratuitously by the chaplains resident in 
the place. 

§. Rochester —Last summer, a commodious 
room was procured, and a service held each 
Sabbath by the ministers of the village. The 
‘Young Men” were engaged in 
object. 


6. Buffalo.—The past year has been a season 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, as 
a consequence of which, a church has been or- 
ganized, which promises much usefulness to the 
The captains of steamboats 
and other vessels have formed themselves into 
a society, to co-operate in building a house of 
worship, with a reading room, register office, &c. 

7. Cleaveland.—Little has been done here 
and at other western stations for want of preach- 
ers. The Rev. Stephen Peet, of Euclid, has 
been appointed a permanent agent of the A. S. 


cause of seamen. 


prosecuting this 


John J. Harrod, 
he Methodist ProtestantChurch... 


on his agency with zeal, and stfong hopes of 
success. Temperance has made great progress. 

Tue U.S. Navy.—About 4000 men are 
employed, of which 1000 are officers of differ- 
ert grades. Of 1007 men last summer in the 
Mediterranean squadron, 819 had stopped their 
liquor rations. On board the corvette John 
Adams, nota man drew his grog. In the schoon- 
er Dolphin, in the Pacific n, only 9 draw 
liquor. The Secretary of the Navy says an ex- 
periment is making to enlist one crew with par- 
ticular reference to the principle of abstinence. 
Several Sabbath schools and Bible classes are 
taught on board our national ships. The way 
is opening for a more general distribution of 
bibles and tracts, and several officers have re- 
cently taken pains.4o offer their services for the 
distribution of such things. The Sailor’s Mag- 
azine is also increasing its patronage in the navy, 
Chaplains and schoolmasters increase in activi- 
ty and usefulness. 


IV. Tae Wuare Fisuery.—tThis rapidily 
wing interest now employs 263 vessels in the 

acific Ocean, their voyages. occupying from 
two to three years, and employing at least 4000 
men. About an equal number are employed on 
the Brazil Banks. ‘This fishery is a great nurse- 
ry of ship masters. Chapels, reading rooms, 
&c. are needed at the two principal rendezvous, — 
Sandwich Islands and Rio Janeiro. Temper- 
ance is prevailing among these ships. Of 97 
ships that sailed from New Bedford, 75 carried 
no ardent spirits. At Sag Habor, L. I., a fish- 
ing company has been formed, one of the arti- 
cles of which is that the ships’ companies shall 
rest on the Sabbath. 
Rev. John Diell, embarked in November, for 
the Sandwich Islands, where he is to officiate as 
chaplain of American Seamen. He has carried 
out materials for a chapel, also a seamen’s libra- 
ry which cost The towns engaged im the 
whale fishery have felt a deep interest in this 
enterprize, and will probably contribute the 
means of its support. 

V. Foreign Ports.—It is supposed that. 
American seamen are generally absent from our 
ports, three-fourths to seven-eights of the time, 
and in very few foreign ports do they find Pro- 
testant houses of worship, particularly those ap- 
propriate or convenient for seamen: hence the. 
necessity for American seamen’s chaplains. in. 
foreign ports. Besides, the gospel may, in, thig 
way be introduced into many places where other. 
means find obstructions, from the laws, or from. 
prejudice and hatred. i 

1. Sandwich Islands, above mentioned... 

2. Rio Janeiro—lInquiries are making in re- 
ference toa missionthere. 

3. Havre.—Rev. Flavel 8. Mines, chaplain, 
sailed in July, was received with great cordiali- 
ty, and an effectual, door seems to have been 
opened for his labors. Rev. Mr. Wilks of Paris, 
and Mr. Eginiton, an American merchant, of; 
Baltimore, residing in Havre, have greatly be 
friended Mr. M. A respectable congregation 
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is ing, and achurch organized, consisting 
Already of 24 members, half of whom are fruits 


©f Mr. M’s. ministry. A Sabbath school of 15 
teachers and 95 sc — A larger place of 
ip is tly needed. 
ev. Edwin, Stevens, chaplain 
for Canton, embarked in June on board the ship 
Morrison. ;, He has arrived, and commenced his 
labors with poewneny prospects. At the time 
of his arrival, 50 vessels were in port. Every 
thing looked encouraging. 
The forty pounds sterl- 
ing has been transmitted to aid in building & 
chapel for seamen. 
6. Petersburgh.—A great opening for a chap- 
lain, which the committee hope soon to fill. 
7. Calcutta, has been represented as a post 
of usefulness which this Society ought to oc- 


cupy. 

This field has been as yet only touched. Two 
millions of seamen in the world, if they can have 
the gospel preached, and be converted by the 
Holy Spirit, may become the missionaries of the 
world. 

ENCOURAGING FACTS, 


A considerable extension of the Seamen's 
Monthly Concert, the formation of many Fe- 
male Associations for the benefit of seamen, the 
agreement of a number of churches to set apart 
one month in the year to make collections for 
their cause, an increasing subscription to the 
Sailor's Magazine, and lastly, the engagement 
in this cause of the Rev. Mr. Harding, formerly 
a ship master, but of late an able and successful 
minister in North Carolina. 


WANTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Three thousand dollars are needed to meet 
the wants of the Society the present month.— 
Seven men are now in its employ, three of them 

at expensive foreign stations, for whose support 
_Abristian benevolence is pledged, This addi- 
tional extension of the Society's labors is an 
evidence of the progress of the work, and calls 
_ for renewed and energy. 


*Since this report was placed in the hands of 
the compositor, one of our members has handed 
us the Tenth Annual Report of the Seamen's 
Union Bethel Society of Baltimore, of which 

he has been a zealous member and officer for 
several years. 


From this Report we extract the following: 


“At your last annual meeting, your attention 
‘was called to the expediency and great impor- 
tance of providing a boarding-house on Fell’s 
Point, under suitable moral restrictions, for the 
accommodation and protection of seamen. The 

uniary aid afforded by a few of our benevo- 
ent fellow-citizens, enabled your board, so to 
co-operate with captain Sink, as to accomplish 
this purpose, and bring into successful opera- 
tion, early in July last, an establishment of the 
kind. Its guidance and responsibilities were 
énirusted to the efficient management of Capt. 
Sink, whose correct deportment, and friendly 
regard to the interests and welfare of the too 
often friendless and neglected sailor, had point- 
ed him out to your board as the most suitable 
person to occupy this important post. After 
experience abundantly confirmed the confidence 
reposed in him, and your board had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing developed under his judicious 
direction, many of the important advantages 
they had hoped for from such an establishment. 


But it pleased Almighty God not long to con- 


| 
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tinue to us this efficient aid, as in the month of 
September, they were called to deplore the — 
of captain Sink, a loss, which your board cou G 
not but regard with deep concern, on account : 

his personal worth; and possessing those quall- 
fications that peculiarly fitted him for the im- 
portant station he occupied in relation to sea- 


ed apprehensions that there would be some dif- 
ficulty in procuring a suitable person to take 
charge of the boarding-house; but He, who had 
been pleased for a little moment to cloud the 
prospects of the infant establishment, was not 
regardless of its necessities, but graciously re- 
moved these apprehensions, by raising up a 
suitable person in the widow of the late lamen- 
ted Sink, who has since conducted the house to 
the satisfaction of your board, with a due regard 
to the purpose for which it was established.— 
The decided testimony given by many of our 
seamen in favor of the Temperance Boarding- 
House, of its comforts and advantages, are 
pleasing evidences to your board, that they have 
found it what its name declares it to be ‘The 
Seainen’s Home.” The restrictions of the 
house exclude ardent spirits and malt liquor,and 
forbids all profane language; it was feared that 
these restrictions would have defeated the ex- 
periment, but the readiness with which the rules 
are conformed to, has proved to the entire sat- 
isfaction of your board, that it is a libel on sea- 
men to say they cannot enjoy and appreciate 
the comforts of a well magulaend home. 


“Your missionary has continued to labour, 
with his known zeal and perseverance, through- 
out the year; for what extent his labours may 
have been blessed, cannot be determined,owing 
to the roving nature ef the avocation of those 
to whom he is called to minister, but we trust 
when this unsettled and uncertain life is ended, 
and the great Master of assemblies shall appear, 


there will not be wanting sailors who shall tes~ 


tify to his faithfulness in preaching Christ and 
him crucified to the saving of their souls. 


“There is a Sunday School connected with 
the Mariner’s Church which might be made one 
of the most useful in our city. The female de- 
new is under the able direction of Mrs. 

illiams, the wife of our worthy missionary, 
and presents some highly interesting proofs of 


the great advantages and happy results of Sun- 
day School efforts.”’ 


We perceive that the receipts for the past 
year have been $1062, and they have disbursed 
in expenses upwards of $900. We certainly 
think the few on whom the burden has princi- 
pally devolved have evinced great zeal and lib- 
erality. If the Baltimore community could be 
generally interested in the objects and claims of 
this Society, much more would be effected. 


Editor M. P. 


JOUN WESLEY. 


In the early days of Methodism to discourage 
pawning, and aid his poorer disciples, he es- 
tablished a fund, termed the ‘Lending Stock,” 
from which on security offered, from two to five 
pounds might be obtained for a period of three 
months. Lackington the celebrated bookseller, 
and others who rose to great eminence in the 


career by loans derived from this fund. 


Chronicles of Wesleyan Methodism. — 


men. Your board were not without well-ground- |. 


commercial world, commenced their mercantile | 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


THE CONTRAST. 
“Phe needy shall not always be forgotten.” Psalms. 


The faithful, however poor, will find a rest in 
heaven, where afflictions never come. 
In this imperfect state, external providences 
are not unerring tests of christian character. 
We often behold the impious wretch, who dis- 
regards God and sports with the maxims of 
virtue, basking in the tide of plenty and touched 
with every hue of earthly felicity. Near his 
proud dwelling rises the humble hut of the woe- 
begone pilgrim, whose inmates are piety and 
want. ‘To render his abode more cheerless and 
solitary, disease has laid his wife and children 
on their bed of straw. O God! how his heart 
sickens when destitute of medicine, food and 
raiment suited to their condition. They turn 
their parched lips and languid eyes upto Him, 
and heave the dismal groan. But O,the contrast 
in eternity. The poor saint is done with his 
sorrows. His tears are all dried; and the dis- 
tress which consumed his spirits here is a stran- 
gerin his new abode. The circumstances of 
his former condition may come over his memory 
like a dream, to heighten his joys, but not to 
afflict him! O! he will be on a footing with 
wealthy brethren, who saw his wants but failed 
to relieve them. He may know, that by his 
| prayers they were pressed like a camel through 
the needle’s eye, into the kingdom of heaven. 
He will see more, infinitely more, than all this. 
He will behold Jesus smiling, his judge, his 
Lord and friend. Thisis enough, he can desire 
no more. Amen. : 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Mr. Editor,—A private member of the Me- 
thodist Protestant Church suggests, as the deep 
and deliberate conviction of his judgment, that 
we want more “‘execulive power in our church.”’ 
Will your correspondent be so kind as:to in- 
form us, to which of the ‘executive depart- 
ments’’ he would have the General Conference 
‘furnish more and well defined power.”’ 
Marcus. 


TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 


The following from the London Christian Ad- 
vocate affords encouraging evidence of the pro- 
gress of Temperance on the other continent. 

The astonishing success which has followed 
the efforts of the philanthropic men in North 
America, to dissuade their countrymen from the 
ruinous custom of spirit-drinking, attracts the 
attention of the civilized world. Its effect is 
already felt in the markets of Europe: it is ac- 
knowled by the British merchants in communi- 


‘| cations designed only to guide the transactions 


of commerce; and it is seen in British seaports, 
where the example of 400 American merchant 
ships is followed by many of our own vessels al- 
ready, sailing without (what was considered in- 
dispensably necessary,) any provision of spirits 
for their seamen. 
European nations already perceive that this 
great reformation has a direct influence upon 
national resources and prosperity, and begin to 
dispute with the American discoverers the right 
of monopoly in working this mine of wealth. 
Temperance Societies are in successful oper- 
ation in Sweden, with the express approbation 
of the King, and under the direct patronage of 
|the Crown Brince. 


| 


— 


Government of Prussia has recently ap- 
plied to the American Temperance Society for 
documents and information which shall facilitate 
the establishment of similar societies through- 
out that kingdom. 
The important Temperance meetings which 
‘have been held among members of both houses 
of Congress, in -the capita} of Washington, 
prove the deep interest which is taken in the 
subject by the most influential persons in the 
United States. 
MISCELLANY. 


From the Imperial Magazine. 


PASSAGES FROM MY NOTE BOOK. 


The Great Bereavement—Reflections, occasioned 
by the death of the Rev. Richard Watson. 


“Help, Lord! the godly man swift wings his fight 
To worlds of light above, leaving us here 
To grovel ’mid the gloom and vice below.” — 


Anonymous. 


A person of sound reflection, and, especially, 
of devout feeling, will always have a deep and 
most affecting impression produced on his mind, 
by the removal from time to eternity, of any val- 
uable, and particularly, eminent Christian—one 
whose mind was vigorous and enlightened— 
whose spirit was catholic and unsectarian; whose 
exertions in the cause of God were energetic 
and continued—and whose piety was not only 
unquestionable, but elevated and uncommon.— 
When, however, a distinguished minister of the 

pel is removed by death, especially in the 
Fall vigour of his days, the impression produced 
on the mind of an intelligent and devout Chris- 
tian will be much more powerful in its character, 
and more extensive in the range of its infldence. 
To recur to the beautiful and impressive lan- 

of inspiration, the effect occasioned will 
be, ‘‘as when a standard-bearer fainteth.”” We 
suppose that the minister called into eternity, 
by Divine Providence, was one distinguished by 
his love to Christ—his advocacy of the princi- 
ples of the gorpel—his bold and uncompromis- 
ing fidelity—his affection—his humility—and 
his meekness—and his ardent and inextinguish- 
able desire to be rendered instrumental in ex- 
tending the boundaries of the empire of the 
Redeemer, and in converting and saving the 
souls of men. When such a minister as this 
expires, all feel that they have sustained a hea- 
vy, and indeed an inexpressible loss. Names 
are forgotten, denominations are disregarded.— 
No party feelings are, for a moment, cherished. 
We all utter the cry of lamentation. We all 
express the janguage of sympathy with survi- 
vors. We all condole deeply with the bereaved 
communion of which the lamented deceased 
formed so conspicuous a part; we all go to the 
grave, and weepthere. 
“The tears of sorrow trickle down, and dim the eye 

with grief.” 

Such feelings have been awakened in the mind 
of the writer, by the unexpected and mournful 
departure of the late Rev. Richard Watson, in 
the prime of his days, and in the full vigour of 
his usefulness; and the first words he felt dis- 
posed to utter, when the tidings were commu- 
nicated to him, were,—‘“‘Alas! my brother! my 
father! my enlightened guide! my revered coun- 
sellor! my dearly valued minister, and man of 
Ged! art thou, too, gone? Have thy labours 
ceased? Shall thy voice, breathing of heaven, 
be no more uttered? Shall thy spirit of love 
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take ap no more of thy sound, vigorous, and 
enlightened works? shall we listen to no more 
of thy able, eloquent, and powerful discourses? 
shall we enter into conversation with thee on 
the plana of missionary zeal and philanthropy 
no more?’ The voice from the tomb is uttered 
with impressive significance, ‘‘No 
‘His race is run. His labours have terminated. 
| His crown is gained: mark his exertions; catch 
his spirit; follow his example; aspire after his 
glory.” 

And so we will, departed man of God! by 
power communicated from above, we will advo- 
cate the principles thou sv strongly didst re- 
commend. Thy temper, we will endeavour to 
exemplify. Thy exertions we still strive to im- 
itate, and, though we weep at thy grave, yet we 
will be thankful for thy usefulness, and rejoice 
in the glory by which thou art encircled above.’ 


“Young flowers, and an evergreen tree, 
Shall spring from the spot of his rest; 
But not cypress nor yew will we see, 
For why should we mourn for the blest?” 


In the estimation of every man of thought, 
discrimination, and piety, the late Rev. Richard 
Watson, was a man, not only of sterling, but of 
commanding excellence. His character exhib- 
ited the most valuable and important features. 
He was decided, as it regards his views; firm in 
the maintenance of his principles; bold and en- 
ergetic in his fidelity; humble and unostenta- 
tious in relation to his spirit, and eminently de- 
voted to his God and Saviour. The cause of 
Christ uniformly lay near his heart, and he was 
ever anxious to make vigorous efforts,to secure 
its prosperity, and to enlarge its usefulness. He 
was the friend of man, without respect to name, 
colour, or capacity; and, as such, will never be 
forgotten. 

he Wesleyan Mission, by his decease, has 
sustained an overwhelming loss, and nothing 
cheers them but the cunviction, that, as God 
has removed him from this sphere of labour and 
operation, he will raise up other men, of ener- 
gy, talent, and benevolence, who will concen- 
trate their exertions and energies, so that the 
Redeemer may be honored in the edification of 
the church, and the conversion of the world. 
I always admired Mr. Watson as a preacher. 
There was no levity, no bombast, no mysticism, 
no illiberality. He appeared in the pulpit as 
the man of God, supreme'y anxious to do good 
to the souls of men. His language was very 
sound, vigorous, and elegant. His expressions 
were the most appropriate and powerful, and 
there was much beaufy and harmony in his pe- 
riods. He was a great admirerof Dr Johnsun; 
andthere was a good deal of Johnson’s majesty 
and power, as well as harmony,in his style. The 
subjects on which Mr. Watson generally dwelt 
were the good subjects of the gospel: these he 
portrayed in all their beauty, delineated jn all 
their varieties, and exhibited in all their power. 
Few men ever surpassed him in the pulpit, as 
it regards judiciousness of remark, soundness 
of principle, originality of thought, and vigour 
of style. 

As the advocate of the poor West [Indian 
captive, he was amazingly powerful in his argu- 
ment, and triumphant in his appeals. He ap- 
peared as the best friend of the negro, deter- 
mined to support “‘the poor bond-slave”’ with all 
his masculine energies, and, were it necessary, 
almost with the last drop of his blood. He 
never shrunk in pointing his audience to this 
foul blet on. our national character, to this ‘‘ac- 


and devotion no more delight us? Shall we 


cursed thing’ which we foster and encourage 


my sentiments, as an Independent minister, are 
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amongst us. The West Indian planter was 
crushed to death in the grasp of his argumenta- 
tion, and withered beneath his irony. He shew- 
ed no mercy to the man’ who could traffic with 
the bones and sinews of his fellow-man; and 
against the system of slavery, in all its shades, 
modifications, and degrees, he waged eternal 
war. The extinction, and nothing but the ex- 
tinction of slavery, would satisfy him; and it is 
only the immediate abolition of the unchristian, 
disgraceful, and blood-thirsty traffic, that will 
satisfy the real man.of God. We are not to 
wait year after year, while nothing is done.— 
Empty promises will not please the Christian. 
Committees of the Howse of Lords, while the 
majority are proprietors of slaves, will afford the 
man of benevolence no éatisfaction. We want 
the dark cloud to be scattered at once/—the 
curse to be abolished at once/—the plague to be 
stayed at once! And, though there may be a 
loud wailing in the West Indian camp, we are 
to go forward, heedless of the cries that are 
raised, for it is the cause of enlightened Jegisla- 


tion, the cause of humanity, of mercy, and of 
God. 


*‘Who locks the negro’s sable arms? | 
The white man with his iron chain.” 


But we, as Britons and as Christians, must 
burst this chain asunder, and never remain sat- 
isfied, till every fetter which manacles the slave 
be completely riven and destroyed. This was the 
grand object at which our departed friend ever 
aimed; and we love and revere his memory, for 
the bold and ceaseless efforts he made,to liberate 
the fettered negro; and we are sure, that his en- 
ergetic labours, and his fervid prayers,will never 
be fruitless, or in vain. 

As a writer, Mr. Watson occupies high and 
commanding ground. With many of his views, 


not accordant; but I anmva sincere and an ardent 
admirer of him, as he has spoken to us from the 
press. His style is very juminous, energetic, 
and polished. There is no flippancy; no pret- 
tiness; no aim at mere ornament; every thing is 
nervous, manly, and bold; and yet, there is great 
elegance. I have very recently been readin 
with care, his “Conversation for the Young;’’ 
and have been much gratified with the simple, 
vigorous, chaste, and beautiful passages which 
the volume contains. It is ‘a work which ex- 
hibits considerable research; which develops in- 
dependent and masculine reflection; which takes 
a wide and most important range; which abounds 
in original remark; and which is eminently cal- 
culated to do good to all, and especially to the 
young. It will fix their minds, induce thought, 
excite to inquiry, and pour much important light 
on the word:of God. Watson’s ‘‘Observations 
on Southey’s. Life of Wesley” uniformly gave 
me much pleasure. They are admirably pen- 
ned. There is exhibited much closcness Of ar- 
gument; much point and originality of remark; 
a great superiority as regards acquaintance with 
his subject, over the gifted, though rtial and 
high-church, poet; and the most determined 
coolness and good feeling, in the prosecution 
of his design.” There are passages in the “Ob- 
servations,” penned with much discrimination 
‘and beauty. 


His ‘‘Theological Institutes’? require ‘an es- 
say, in order to exhibit their character, delineate 
their properties, and point out their excellence; 
and, therefore, I only remark, that no mah can 
rise from the study of them, without saying, “I 
have been in the company of an enlighte 


and vigorous thinker, a deep theologian, a ner- 
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vous.and original writer, and a true minister of 


~ Dhe christian world has indeed lost a great 
man; a star of the first magnitude has been ex- 
tinguished, with regard to us; and all the ad- 
vantages of his light, wisdom, benevolence,and 
energy, we shall no more enjoy. Let us take 
comfort. ‘He lives with Christ in glory. He 
basks in the sunshine of immortality. He is 
liberated from all the fetters of earth, and he 
enjoys the perfect and unbounded freedom of 
heaven. He is still with us by his writings,and 
they will ever be precious to his friends. His 
example is as ‘fragrant ointment poured forth.” 
Why then despond? Let us be encouraged to 
renewed exertion. Let us be more fervent in 
our prayers, that his spirit may be ours. Then, 
while here, we shall tread in his steps, delight 
in his labours; and, when we come to die, par- 
take of his crown. ‘Our bliss shall never fade, 
our day be past, of trial, and of fear to fall.’’ 


Petworth, Feb. 7, 1833. T. W. 
From the Imperial Magazine. 


THE RUINS OF THE SOUL. 
By John P. Wilson. 


Ruined magnificence is a melancholy subject 
-for contemplation, but it is a grand one; and 
the emotions it calls up in a mind fitted for such 
an exercise of reflective power, have a sublimi- 
ty commensurate with the nobleness of the out- 
ward object. Recollections of the past mingle 
with thoughts of the present, and then we look 
forward, and vainly strive to form anticipations 
of the future. A mere matter-of-fact mind,can- 
not comprehend pleasures such as this, but one 
of an imaginative nature can thus create de- 
lights within himself which common mea little 
thought of. 
hen we view the remains of the once proud 
and towering castle—its broken and moss-grown 
arches, its dilapidated and ivy-mantled towers, 
our onngts revert to the days of feudal splen- 
dour; and the history of the middle ages, the 
romance of chivalry, arise in the mind by their 
association with the object before us, and seem 
to pass before our vision. We behold belted 
knights, and fair ladies, gallant troubadours,and 
faithful squires, the deadly strife, and peaceful 
tournament. We hear the war-cries of the 
_Jeaders, the loud blast of the tram pets, the tramp 
of steeds, and the clash of armour. We see 
the glancing of gay crests, and the waving of 
brave plumes, the glittering of polished swords 
sharp spears. See, they close in conflict! 
Hark to the arrows whistling through the air, 
and the sharp click of the arblasts! The con- 
_ test grows more hot and deadly. Battle-axes 
and huge maces fall with ponderous weight on 
the helms of adversaries, and the clang of blows 
mingle with shouts of exultation and groans of 
death! Ha! the leader of one party falls. His 
armour of goodly price is disjointed and bloody, 
and his white plume no longer streams in the 
van of the battle—he is dead! His followers fly 
. 10 confusion, and some of the victorious prepare 
FOF pursuit; whilst others, panting with exertion 
and wounds, sink down to rest—some of them 
to rise no more. 
traverse we the deserted and roofless 


as: Seat we ourselves on some mouldering, 
iragment, and. stra 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


upon the rush-strewn floor. The fierce war-| 
riors have donned their peaceful attire, and are 
seated at the convivial board,where grim visages 
and herculean forms consort with those of love- 
ly damsels, and the dark garments of the pil- 
grim or monk contrast with gay. velvet, and the 

litter of gold and jewels. The seneschal prof- 
fers with lowly reverence the wer to his lord, 
who is seated on the dais. Then passes the 
wine cup, and the joyous laugh of the carousers 
echoes ined and clear along the vaulted and 
lofty roof. Then chanteth the minstrel his ro- 
‘maunt, and bright eyes glisten, and brave hearts 
throb and swell at the recital of deeds of glory; 
“lays of love and war.” | 


Shall we explore the gloomy and subterra- 
neous dungeons of the castle? We see the pri- 
soner of war, or the victim of feudal tyranny, 
pining away his melancholy hours, solitary and 
manacled. The torture is applied, and wild 
shrieks of anguish fill the dank air of this tomb 
of the living, but penetrate not beyond the solid 
walls. He is murdered! No human eye wit- 
nesseth the deed, no human tongue telleth the 
dark secrets of the massy more. 

But a bird wingeth its flight near,a dog barks, 
any trivial sound breaks the silence, and, lo! 
the vision hath vanished, the day-dream is dis- 
pelled. The forms that fancy created have fad- 
ed into air, and we but behold the present real- 
ity—the mouldering relics which brought ecenes 
of other times to our imagination, and we smile 
at her warmth that she should thus picture them 
with almost the vivid force of actual presence. 

The ruins alone remain; and the din of battle, 
the rude mirth of the carousers, and the wall of 
the prisoner, have gone. All around seems the 
region of desolation, and silence holds her reign 
unbroken about the spot once the scene of war- 
fare, of gaiety, and of oppressive cruelty, un- 
less perchance the hollow steps of some passing 
traveller, or inquisitive antiquary, the hooting 
of an owl, or the cry of some straggling animal, 
breaks upon the stillness,rendering the succeed- 
ing hush yet more gloomy than before. The 
crumbling walls no longer echo to the sweet 
strains of minstrelsy, nor the falling battlements 
to the war-cry. The prisons are now untenant- 
ed, save by the crawling reptile or solitary bat, 
and haply the decaying bones of some poor 
captive, whose miserable existence famine or 
assassinatiOn hadclosed. The fortifications are 
dismantled; the strong castle, whilom withstand- 
ing many a siege uninjured, hath at length yield- 
ed to the slower but more certain attack of time. 
Its original proud possessors, with a long line 
of their descendants, its defenders and besieg- 
ers—all, all now rest with dust; and ruin alone 


marks the site of many a deed of heroism, of 
many a.deed of cruelty. 


And now, let a few more years pass away,and 
the spoiler and the tempest shall disperse even 
these feeble relics of other times, and posterity 
will in vain seek out the spot famed in history 


and tradition, but which not a vestige of bygone 
splendour remains to mark. | 


Such reflections are naturally excited by the 
contemplation of a nobleruin. Butifa melan- 
choly impression be left upon the mind by such 
meditation—if we feel a kind of regret on view- | 
ing the destroying effects of time or casualty 
upon the works of man’s hands, when we know 


be raightway the antient edifice 
Decomes arrayed in the rude splendour of ages 
What have passed away. Banners and tro 


_ deck the walls, the hearth once more blazes,the 
long oaken table, | 


loaded with viands, i8 placed 


phies | blooms 


that they are by nature endurable, and may be 
likened to the evanescent flower that springs up, 
, and dies—oh! how much more grievous 


is it to contemplate the ruins of the soul—the 
immortal soul of man! bs 


| 


True, the first is perishable matter, and the 
last immaterial and immortal, bat yet there is 
analogy. Time and accident are the destroyers 
of the former, and sin of the latter. In the first, 
ravages are obvious to the sight in the broken 
pillar, the crumbling wall, the fallen turret; and 
in the second also there are visible outward signs 
of the invisible decay within. 


The debasement and perversion of reason, 
and the degradation of the mind—in a word, all 
effects of guilt—may not inaptly be termed 
“the ruins of the soul.’ And although, from 
frequent occurrence, less remarked than other 
events of less intrinsic importance, yet they are 
subjects worthy the deepest consideration, and 
the contemplation of them ought to be atten- 
ded by highly beneficial results. We see the 
soul tottering beneath the blast of sin, and fall 
by the corrosive powers that sap its foundation. 
We mark where (had timely care been taken) 
its dilapidations might have been repaired, and 
complete ruin avoided. Hasten, we then, to 
examine the fabric in our own breast, lest the 
Great Arcutrect should not be called upon 
until it be past amending. 


What are the evidences of a ruined soul, and 
where are they to be found? They are terrible, 
and they are common. Behold them in sin, 
and seek them in the abodes of vice. Contem- 
plate, for example, yon wretched object. He is 
of the dregs of society. Hearken to his filthy 
and disgusting discourse—he derides and blas- 
phemes his God, and mocks the idea of future 
punishment. He is an atheist! Mark his wretch- 
ed body, the prey of disease and dirt, and ob- 
serve the dull gleam of habitual intoxication 
twinkling in his sunken eye. Alas! he is a great 
and hardened sinner, and sets at nought the 
laws divine and human. But stay, he speaks 
again; listen to his words attentively, and you 
will perceive that, although every sentence car- 
ries with it an oath or an obscenity, yet his lan- 
guage is of a superior description, and he uses 
expressious that denote him educated. Observe 
his carriage, too; there is a lofty bearing break- 
ing forth at times, which ill assorts with the 
squalid misery of his appearance. Ah, itis true 
indeed, these are the poor remains of what has 
been. That man was once good, noble-minded, 
fntellectual, and rich—but he was gay,he drank 
freely, and gamed; then he lost his fortune, and 
became a drunkard and a gambler—he became 
a thief! and followed practices that brutalized 
humanity—he broke the heart of a kind and 
gentle wife; she died, but his hardened spirit 
grieved not at her loss. He professes pyrrhon- 
ism, to stifle any glimmerings of conscience 


that may yet remain amid the sad desolation of 
fis soul. 


Close your eyes for a moment, and imagine 
him as he once was. Behold him with serenity 
seated upon his intelligent countenance, the 
effect of a mind contented and happy. He 
smiles upon his young and lovely partner. Oh! 
there was goodness, there was love expressed 
in that smile. It was beautiful, so beautiful that 
you might wish it to rest upon his face forever. 
See, he dispenses charity—pity beams in his 
eye, and the blessings of the poor surround him. 
He kneels to pray, anda light divine irradiates 
his fine features, as his form is humbled before 
his Creator. He is now good and glorious— 
but stay, wace not his downfall, but unclose 
your eyes at once, and view him as he now is. 
Behold the ruins of a soul! And yet this wreck 
is not the effect of sudden convulsion, it was 


completed by degrees, step by step, in the same 
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anner as the proud strong castle was reduced 
my he He had a weak side, and there 
temptation assailed, until gradually she effected 
her cruel work. View him. He is lost. It is 
too horrible to anticipate his final fate, but the 
seal of the doomed one seems set upon his 
brow. 
3 " Oh! this is truly a dread subject for contem- 
plation, and one that harrows up every feeling 
of humanity. What are the ruins of monuments, 
towers, castles, or pyramids, in comparison with 
this, the work of the great Creator himself—the 
mind of man. The structure how grand and 
towering, the fall how awful! 

Man is provided with safeguards against the 
inroads of vice, whilst senseless masonry is un- 
defended from the assaults of time. The soul 


has reason and conscience, but these invaluable 
sentinels are made to sleep, and the citadel is 
left accessible to the attacks of the enemy.— 


Then all is lost, and the portion of Divine es- 


sence—that spark of immateriality, connecting 


matter and mortality with a superior intelli- 
gence—becomes drowned, and swept away in 
the whirlpool of assailing sin; and the soul, 
formed by the Almighty to be lasting through 
eternity in its original beautiful purity, becomes 
a ruin, compared with which the most shape- 
less weatherworn pile is firm and beautiful. 


UNITED STATES TEMPERANCE CONVENTION. 


The United States Temperance Convention, 
to be composed of three or more delegates from 
each state, and one or more from each county, 
who have been, or may bé, appointed by Tem- 


perance Societies, or friends of temperance, for 


that purpose, will meet in the city of Philadel- 


phia, on the 24th day of May; to unite their 


councils and efforts, by the universal diffusion 
of information, and by kind moral influence, to 
extend the principle of abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirit and from the traffic in it, through- 
out the United States. 

J. EDWARDS, 


Cor. Sec. Am. Temperance Society. 


The Hall of Independence, at the state house 
in Philadelphia, (in which the first American 
Congress held its session,) has been politely 
tendered for the use of the Convention by the 
public authorities of that city. 

We copy the annexed circular from the Phil- 
adelphia Ainerican, and beg leave to recommend 
it to the attention of those to whom it is ad- 


dressed. 
Philadelphia, April 29. 


To the Delegates appointed to attend the United 
States Temperance Convention. | 


Gentlemen,—the undersigned representatives 
of the ‘Pennsylvania State Temperance Socie- 
ty,’ in the Convention to be held in this city 
on the 24th of May next, beg leave to inform you 
that they will be in attendance at the Hall of In- 
dependence for three days preceding the above 
date, from 10 A. M. to2 P. M. and from 4 to 
6 P, M. to give and receive such explanation 
On matters of common interest to us all, as ma 
be thought conducive to the despatch of busi- 
ness in the Convention, and to the personal 
convenience of its members:— 

Roberts Vaux, No. 346 Mulberry street. 

John Goodman, No. 87 Callowhill street. 

John Bell, M. D. No. 114 South Eighth street. 

James Gray, No. 213 High street. 

L. P. Gebhard, M. D. No. 216 Race-street. 

M. M. Carll, No. 142 North Eighth-street, 

_ Job R. Tyson, No. 307 Mulberry-street. 


_ IsaacS, Lloyd, No. 157 Filbert, near Broad-st. 


street. | 
Thomas Bradford, Jr. No. 5 Samson street. 
Benjamin Naglee, Green, near Fifth street. 


fi The editors of Newspapers throughout 
the United States, are respectfully 
publish the above. oe 


requested to 


= 


BALTIMORE: 


WHAT! SABBATH SCHOOLS AGAIN? 
Yes, Sabbath Schools. 


The churches generally seem in some degree 
awake to the subject of Sabbath-schools. In- 
deed we know that some of them have receiv- 
ed large accessions to their communion of living 
members from these, as the fruits of the labour 


| of their indefatigable ministers and members. 


Nor do we risk much, if any thing, by the 
bold assertion, that those churches which have 
paid most attention, to Sabbath-schools have 
flourished most. How can it be otherwise? 

We will say that which every one who thinks 
and makes observation, will be ready to admit. 
If a church,through her ministers and her mem- 
bers, male and: female, shall collect only one 
hundred children from the streets who have 
never been in the habit of attending Divine 
worship, and these are watched over with inter- 
est and tenderness, and taught with affection— 
their duty to God, and their duty to their fellow 
beings according to the best conceptions of their 
teachers—that these pupils will respect, nay, 
will love their teachers, love the church in 
which they have such instructions and such 
teachers, that these attachments will grow 
with their growth, and strengthen with their 


these will as they rise to maturity attach them- 
selves to that church which watched over their 
childhood, and delighted to promote their im- 
provement in knowledge and piety. Is it not 
right that such labours of love should’be repaid 
ij with such returns of gratitude? | | 
In several cities it would seem as though 
there was a powerful emulation amongst most 
of the churches, to have and to exhibit the 


y| greatest number of pupils, and thereby give evi- 


| dence of the hopeful prospects of the increase 


| of theiz churches. 


begotten by a sacred regard to the enlargement 
and extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
the present and eternal happiness of the rising 
generation? | 


other churches outstrip usin this good work in 


James M. Linnard, Spruce, Thirteenth | 


strength—and probably more than one half of 


Shall we say that this emulation is wrong if 


We are glad to see this emulation; and if 


265 
proportion to their means and numbers, whose 
is the fault, we ask? Weare truly serious on 


this as well as on other great ‘and’ important 
subjects: If Roman Catholics and Presbyteri- 


ans engage in Sabbath Schools for the foregoing 
objects, and they receive a very large’ propor- 
tion of the rising generation into their churches 
because they shew more zeal than other denom- 
inations, we ask, if they do not deserve to gath- 


ler those whom the other denominations are too 


indolent to teach and to gather? We make our 
appeal to our ministers and say, that next to the 
preaching of the gospel, that of teaching the 
youth of our country stands out in importance; 
and for ourselves,’ (and we believe we aré sus- 
tained by Christendom in this country,) that the 
minister who labors most to promote the inter- 
ests of Sabbath Schools, is most acceptable in 
the eyes of the Lord, and most popular and 
most esteemed by the discerning part of the 
community, whilst their names are embalmed 
and their memory is honored by the hundreds of 
those immortal spirits who have been the-sub- 
jects of their toils and their affectionate regards. 
Yes, we say the time is coming and now is, that 
is the fact. This isthe day for active and zea- 
lous efforts: and happy, thrice happy is that 
minister who is found faithful in the dischar 

of this part of his duty! 


Our appeal is also to our members, male and 
female, and also to those who, although not 
members of the church, yet compose a part, 
and a regular part of our worshipping assem- 
blies,—who are afflicted in our afflictions, and 
who participate in our prosperity. ny 


Toyou brethren,sisters,and dear friends, we say, 


why should one of you stand idle on the claims of 
Sabbath Schools? Do you wish to be useful-—to be 
considered useful] in the church and about it, in 
rendering those who are ignorant the necessary 
instraction—in contributing to the suppression 
of vice and the promotion of virtue and piety? 
Then we say to you, begin at once to rendervall 
the personal aid you can, in and for Sabbath 
Schools. 

Where there are schools, use your efforts to 
teach regularly, and to multiply the number of 
the scholars by going into the hamlets of the 
poor—the'ceiled houses of those in more afflu- 
ent circumstances, to obtain the consent of 
the parents that their children shall become pu- 
pils, and the consent and affection of the, chil; 
dren. to attend with pleasure and constancy. 

We most fervently beseech our heavenly Fa: 
ther to inspire a mighty spirit-stirring zeal ‘into 
each of our hearts on this subject,, We ask 
who are to take our places either in. the mem- 
bership or congregation of our church, but; the 
children of the present generation? ‘How’ are 
these to become such unless they are taught in 
reference to these objects? 

It is idle, we repeat, it. is idle for us to ex- 
pect the end without using the means?' As a . 
church, we must keep: pace“ With the holy efforts 


— 
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of the day in which we lite, or barrenness and 
extinction will most certainly ensue. 
the subject’ with you, brethren, sisters and 
friends. What answer will you soon report to 
us? . Shall we prove successful in rousing those 
who have been indifferent heretofore on this 


_ We have been favored with the frst No. of 
the Christian Library, which contains a memoir 
of the Rev. Robert Hall, A. M. by D. O. Greg- 
ory, and part of an article on the Reformed 
Religion in France. Published by Key and 
Biddle, Philadelphia. 

The design of the publishers of this semi 
monthly publication is avowed to be the isssue 
of the most valuable teligious and literary works 
from the English press: and they promise to 
avoid sectarianism in their selections.— The 
price to be five dollars per annum. 

The work is well printed, and we wish the 
publishers much success in its circulation. 


RELIGIOUS. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


THE SABBATH. 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” 


This is a command which has been binding 
on all the living millions of our race who have 
heard its announcement from the time of its 
delivery to the present moment; and will con- 
tinue to be binding on all who shall hear and 
understand it, until the final consummation of 
all terrestrial things. | 

Yet how is this holy institution of the Most 
High neglected? How are its holy privileges 
desecrated? 0, if there be one curse more pe- 
cuyliarly reserved to be manifested by heaven’s 
High King, we suppose that it must be for the 
Sabbath -breaker. ify 

Avarice may prompt a man for its gratification 
to desire his neighbor's property. Revenge, 
which is reckless in its claims, may reek its fury 
in violence, and even unto death. A father’s 
cruelty may alienate his childrens’ affections 
from him, so that they may think the command 


to-honor him has ceased its claims both on their | 


affections and thei: duty. 


A long course of preparatory circumstances 
in the immediate city, neighborhood, or family 
 @f some, to substitute gra ually, (by im posing 

ceremonies and pompous parade,) the worship 
of the creature for that of the Creator, and in- 
duce the rising generation to bow down before 
the image gradually prepared for the purpose 
by his teachers. | 

Inamoment of passion a man may be be- 
trayed by yielding to a sudden impulse to take 
the name of God in vain.—Under the influence 
of a depraved nature and Pore? exciting cir- 
circumstances, growing out of the want of 
bread, @ man may be tempted to steal to satisfy 
his personal craving and to prevent him from 
perishing. 

A strong temptation presented under the 
plea of serving a friend, or to punish a supposed 
enemy, may vperate on one who is unregener- 
ate, so far as to induce him to bear false witness 
against his neighbor:—We admit that all the 
aforesaid are gross and heaven-daring sins, 


We leave} 
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which call for the divine vengeance to be re- 
vealed against the offenders:—But when we 
look at the impelling causes which operate on 
thousands and millions to break this divine 
command, “to keep holy the Sabbath.’”” When 
we see how truly frivolous and trifling the pre- 
texts are, we cannot refrain from the expression 
of the opinion, that if there be degrees of pun- 
ishment in perdition, most certainly the greatest 
will be awarded to, and will be inflicted on the 
Sabbath-breaker by the Lord of the Sabbath. 

We ask what motive under heaven can im- 
pel a man deliberately to determine through the 
labor and toil of six days to violate the seventh, 
which has been most sacredly set apart by the 
Creator of the universe and the author of the 
life of man, specially as a day of rest for man, 
and a day of deep devotion to God? 

Do we want rest? where can we find it so 
properly as in the enjoyment of meditation and 
praise at home, or in the temples of worship of 
the Most High? Do we require a little exercise? 
how can we exercise our bodily faculties to 
better effect than in walking to the house of 
God, or to that of the afflicted in our neigh- 
borhood? 

Look at the example of the divine Redeemer; 
who is Lord of the Sabbath. Does it not ap- 
pear most evident, that many of the acts of his 
omnipotence were exhibited on the Sabbath? 
Did he not heal the sick, which none but him- 
self could cure? Did he not countenance the 
melioration of human wretchedness by his own 
example? Did he not justify the development 
of the finer sensibilities in the people towards 
their animals on that holy day? Was not the 
Sabbath, at the same time that it was held by 
Him sacred to preaching and devotion generally, 
also used particularly to administer health to 
the diseased, and consolation to the sorrowful? 

I am aware that a few names amongst divines 
and christian philosophers so called, have en- 
deavored to neutralize the command of God, by 
conferring the observance of the Sabbath to the 
old covenant. 

In our hearts, we pity such, and pray the Lord 
to counteract their efforts to make void this 
command of heaven, Which is as universal in 
its claims-aa the knowledge of God and the 
spread of the scriptures are extensive. 


A City ‘Member of the Church. 


From the- Churchman. 
" THE EXTENSION OF THE CHURCH. 


“The field is the world.” 
INDIVIDUAL EFFORT. 


The first question naturally suggested under 
the head of individual effort, is, what can be 
done by the individual efforts of the clergy? 
The very introduction of the term canuot fail to 
convey to the mind of every reader some idea 
of the weight and extent of their obligations. 
They are in the hand of God the special instru- 
ments for the advancement of His glory, in the 
salvation of a lost world, and are honored with 
an office inferior only to that which is filled by 
the angels of heaven. The vows of God are 
upon them: they have professed before heaven 
and earth their belief, that they have been “‘mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghost, to take upon them an 
office and ministration to serve God, for the 
promoting of his glory, and the edifying of his 
people;” and consequently we have just reason 


to expect much, very much, at their hands. 
-Their call and their commission are at once a 


presumption that they have Jeft all for the cause 
of their holy master—that they have dedicated 
themselves soul and body to his service—and 
that they need only to learn the path of their 
duty to enable them to contribute their utmost 
exertions for the extension of their Redeemer’s 
kingdom. The minister of the gospel, who 
feels that his business is to prepare ruined souls 
for heaven, will necessarily seek their release 
from the dominion of sin; and though he may 
find individual spirits more dear to his heart, 
his benevolence will be no less expansive than 
the wants of a dying world. But thoogh his 
heart may be tremblingly alive to a sense of his 
duty, and though, like St Paul, he may feel the 
full weight of the necessily that is laid upon 
him; he is moreover required to seek informa- 
tion, and to exercise his judgment respecting 
the precise course which duty prescribes. He 
is bound by the very vows which he has assum- 
ed, and by the nature of that gospel which he 
is to publish, to labor for its universal extensi- 
on. The only question then left him is, ‘‘ Where 
may my influence and my labors be most suc- 
cessfully exerted for the final accomplishment 
of this glorious purpose?” In settling this im- 
portant question, the commissioned soldier of 
the cross must keep constantly in mind, that 
unless he has been laboring under a debusion, 
self-gratification never formed a part of his sur- 
render to his God. He is to live, not to him- 
self, not tothe worldly gratification of his friends, 
but he is to live and to labor for the “Captain 
of his salvation.”” Human nature is so weak, 
the passions of the corrupt heart are so easily 
excited, and so often exert an undue influence 
over the sober judgment—an influence so con- 
trary to the dictates of a sanctified conscience, 
that there is great danger of mistake in deciding 
this question of duty. Though the minister 
should never cease invoking the aid cf divine 
grace in the regulation of his decision, he is re- 
quired to search for knowledge, and to summou 
to his assistance the best faculties of his nature. 
He must sedulously watch against the insinua- 
tions and devices of his own selfish heart; and 
the demands of friendly attachments, and the 
endearments of social life, must be resolutely 
resisted, when they come in collision with those 


higher demands which have the sanction of 
heaven. 


Our limits will not allow a full inquiry into 
the means which the preacher of the gospel 
should 9 | to ascertain his duty as respects 
the particular field in which his personal labors 
should be exerted. His course must be direct- 
ed, in a measure, by circumstances, and often 
by circumstances beyond his control. But yet, 
there are some general views of the subject, 
which, if properly examined, will prevent any 
considerable deviation from that path which an 
enlightened sense of duty points out. 


The leading truth which should guide the ex- 
ertions of the spiritual laborer is, that all souls 
are equally precious tu him who came to redeem 
them. ur partialities and our prejudices are 
too apt to blind our eyes, and to close our hearts 
against its reception; and though we may theo- 
rize correctly on the subject, it is to be feared 
that there is often a mistake in the application 
of the theory to practise. If, by the exercise of 
an unbiassed judgment and an observance of 
the ordinary course of God’s providence, the 
watchman who has a call from heaven to take 
his station on the walls of Zion, can see a rea- 
sonable prospect of sounding a louder alarm, 
and of turning more souls toward the gates of 
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the New Jerusalem from one post than from 
another, he cannot, for he dares not, neg!ect to 
put himself in possession of that more com- 
manding situation. His great aim, then, should 
be, to find this situation; and he should seek 
to: possess himself of all the means within his 
reach to ascertain it. His view should not be 
circumscribed by the horizon of his own birth- 
place, but the condition of his whole country; 
and of the whole world, should be brought into 
the account. He should look, too, not only at 
immediate, but at remote consequences. The 
oft-repeated remark, that souls are as precious 
in one place as in another, is unquestionably 
true; but it is too often made without any regard 
to the universal grasp at which christianity aims. 
The most favored spot of earth on which the 
“Sun of righteousness has ever shone, has yet 
abundant need of ministerial services, and per- 
haps on that very spot the same amount of ef- 
fort may be instrumental in the immediate con- 
version of more souls to God than if exerted in 
adarker region. But let it be remembered that 
the whole world is to be “‘filled with the know- 
ledge of the Lord; and that, too, through the 
agency of human exertions, and the subject 
rises before the inquirer in a new aspect. The 
question will then be, not how many souls he 
may be instrumental in converting at once, 
during this year, or the next, but how he may 
do most toward hastening on the great ‘“‘day of 
the Lord’’—how he may most powerfully con- 
tribute to the growth, the purity, and the exten- 
sion of the universal church of Christ.. He will 
not then calculate merely for the present, but 
with a faith in the temporal as well as in the 
eternal promises of God, he will have an eye on 
the distant future,—as one of the ‘ministers 
and stewards” of our common Lord,-he will 
labor faithfully ‘‘to prepare and make. ready”’ 
the way for his “second coming to judge the 
world.” It in view of this great event, self be 
sunk into its proper jasigntheanes, onward will 
be the watch-word of every herald of the cross 
in our land. No one will be heard crying peace, 
peace, while the enemy stands in thick array 
upon the field; and ease, indulgence, and plea- 
sure, all will be sacrificed on the altar: of his 
God. [Hf selfishness be thus annihilated, and 
every soldier have a single eye to the final vic- 
tory, the only dispute that can ever arise in the 
camp, will be, who shall be foremost. For every 
warrior, clad with the ‘‘breast-plate of righte- 
ousness,” and armed with ‘‘the sword of the 
Spirit,” will seek a station in the very fore-front 
of God’s embattled hosts, and will desite no 
rest till he receive the crown of glory laid up 
for them in the heavens. , 


It is to be hoped that we have no clergyman 
in the church who is unmindful of the weight 
and extent of his obligations, and of the awful 
responsibilities: which he has to encounter. 
Yet, if there be one who has found a location, 
and who has given to his ministerial course a 
direction, upon & partial view of the claims 
which the ‘church universal’? has upon his ser- 
vices—if this view was at first hastily taken, 
and upon limited information, let him retrace 
his steps, and if he find himself in error, let him 
hasten to correct it. If he is led to believe that 
a change in his condition or his circumstances, 
is demanded by his duty to his master, he should 
make no.delay in effecting it. | 


_The question is thrown out, not here to be 
discussed, but merely asa hint, that every min- 
ister, and every theological student in the 
church, who.has not already done’ it, should 


M ETHODIST PROTESTANT. 


bring it home, and fasten it upon his conscience. | 


It may, however, be said that the nature and ge- 
nius of our religion, as well as the examples of 
the holy apostles, do seem to speak in favor of 
the affirmative. ‘The universality of the gospel 

offers, and the mission of St. Paul, do seem to 

form a strong presumption, that though effort 

should not be. too widely divided; neither, on 

the other hand, should it, for the advancement 

of the one grand object, be too much contract- 

ed. For example:—let an honest comparison 

be drawn between the influence which a devo- 

ted servant of Christ may exert in our own fa- 

vored section of country, and that which he 

may exert if he will but plant himself in some 

spot of moral desolation in the great valley of 

the west.. Let the comparison be extended to 

a greater number; and: though their influence 

would be of no contracted character at home, 

they may, if properly stationed in the waste 

places of our western world, be so many bea-| 
cons, whose light will soon spread and irradiate | 
that whole region with the blessings of salva- 

tion. But we repeat it, the question is merely 

proposed to elicit inquiry {rom our clergy and 

our candidates, on the ground of their individual 

duty and responsibility. In determining this 

point, however, it should constantly be kept in 

mind, that the natural inclinations of the heart 

are wholly, or for the most part, against a depar- 

ture from the scenes of their early attachment. 

Apart from the more refined, and what are not 

unfrequently termed the innocent, gratifications 

of self, we venture to affirm, that no minister of 
the gospel has ever felt free from the weightier 

powers of depraved nature. His heart, like the 

hearts of those whom: he is commissioned to 

conduct to heaven, is exposed to the seduction 

oftemptation. He is influenced by the love of 
ease, and by the love of gain: and, what is gen- 
erally more trying still, he has to struggle. with 
an unholy ambition, which not unfrequently he 
finds to be preying, like a deadly curse, upon 
his soul. All these tend to give a wrong bias 
to his judgment, and should be watchfully with- 
stood. He has, however, the consolation, that 
grace is promised for his assistance, and if he 
diligently improve it, he will find all worldly and 
selfish considerations bending in subserviency 
to the cross of Christ.. Self will be sacrificed— 
if necessary, home too will be sacrificed, and he 
will find himself in possession of at least as 
much piety as glowed in the breast of the exiled 
Heathen, who, when asked where his country 
lay, pointed with his finger to the heavens. If 
the glory of God be his constraining motive—if 
love of souls be his governing principle, and if 
his hopes be all centred in eternity, it will con- 
cern him little what ground he treads on. 


From the Wesleyan Protestant Magazine, Eng. 
ANECDOTE OF MR. WHITFIELD. 


Soon after a cordial friendship commenced 
between Mr. Whitfield and Mr. Kinsman, their 
hearts being united in the same glorious cause, 
Mr. Whitfield paid Mr. Kinsman a visit at Ply- 
mouth, and preached as usual to large auditories, 
with great acceptance. On the Monday morn- 
ing, after breakfast, ‘‘come,” says he to Mr. 
Kinsman, “let us go to some of the poor and 
afflicted of your flock, and see if we can admin- 
ister to them any consolation. Itis not enough 


that we labor in the pulpit; we must endeavor 


also to be useful out of jit.” Mr. Kinsman 


readily consented: Mr. Whitfield not only 
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given to a tolerable amount, a8 they called at 
several places. Mr. Kinsman, knowing by some 
means that his finances were low, was surprised 
at his liberality, and, at his return, gave bim a 
hint, as if he thought he had been too bountiful. 
Mr. Whitfield with some degree of smartness, 
replied, “It is not enough, young man, to pray, 
and to put ona serious countenance: true re- 
ligion and undefiled is this, to visit the father- 
less and the widow in their affliction, and to 
administer to their wants. My stock, it is true, 
is nearly exhausted; but God, whose servant I 
am, and whose suffering saints we have this 
day been relieving, will, I deubt not, soon send 
me a fresh supply.” The matter thus rested 
for the remainder of the day. In the evening, 
while they were at prayer in the family, a gentle- 
man came to Mr. Kinsman’s house, and desired 
to speak to Mr. Whitfield: he was shown into 
a room, and as soon as Mr. Whitfield was dis- 
engaged, he waited upon him.” “Sir,” says 
the gentleman, “I happened to be here yester- 
day, and with great pleasure heard you preach: 
you are on a journey, I find, as well as myself, 
and travelling is rather expensive:—Will you 
do me the honor to accept this?’ putting, at 
the same time, five guineas into his hand. 
Mr. Whitfield thankfully accepted the present; 
and, returning to the family, with a smiling 
countenance, and the money in his band— 
‘There, young man,”’ says he, to Mr. Kinsman, 
“God has soon repaid what I bestowed! let this 
in future teach you not to withhold, when it is 
in the power of thine hand to give. The gen- 
tleman to whom I was called, is a perfect stran- 
ger to me;—his only business was to give me 
the sum you here see.” | : 
Though I was pleased with the account of 
Mr. Whitfield’s liberality, and his lively faith, 
which..seemed to promise a sure and speedy 
return, yet | was much more surprised when the 
person's name was mentioned to me from whom 
he received the money: be was one whom I 
well knew; reputed to be worth ten, thousand 
pounds; but known to be so very penurious, as 
scarcely to allow himself or those about him 
what was really necessary: and on a journey he 
was equally parsimonious; so that he was sel- 
dom a welcome guest at any of the inns he fre- 
quented. I never think of this part of the story, 
but it reminds me of the beautiful hymn in the 


Olney collection——Elijah fed by Ravens. 


FAITH THE EYE OF THE MIND. 


It is by faith that we contemplate unseen 
things. 
pears but a twinkling star; but if he looked 
through a telescope, and were able to calculate, 
he would perceive that it was a great world, 
and would be astonished at its distance and 
magnitude; while the gay and busy are movi 
on their little molehill, fall of anxiety. Fait 
then reaches beyond the world; it views death 
as at hand;. it looks at heaven and catches a 
glimpse of its glory; it looks at hell, and sees 
the torments of the damned; it looks at judg- 
ment, and realizes this awful day; it looks at 
eternity, and says, ‘‘our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more.ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things 


which are not seen are eternal,”’ Cecil, 


advice, but supplied 
their necessities with a jiberal hand, till he had ~ 


To the eye of a clown, a planet ap- 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


“For the Methodist Protestant. 
ODE. 


a harp’s unstrung for milder song 

an strains which censure deeds impure 
When saints can smile and kiss the wrong 

- That sports in garlands at the door. 

O Liberty! thou’rt set at naught 
By some whose bosoms pant for ease; 
But others spurn ’th inglorious thought, 

- Nor cower once their lords to please. 
These ly free disdain the charm 
Of chains, nor stoop to ask their mould; 
To hear them clanking breathes alarm, 
No less because their links are gold. 

Ye niet profane, dare ye “ 
To lead the poor in sacred strings? 

ir organs, dare ye swell your sound 
uious to their holy whims? 

My rights are mine; I stil) am free. 
This boon I prize above my life, 

‘Midst every change unchanged shall be, 

My fix’d resolve tokeepitsafe. 

ild are the sounds of music, when 
The hopes of liberty are low, 
Reluctant fades the peaceful spell 
That flicker'd gaily on the brow. 

_ But calm your fears to holy rest, 
Ye few who've dared to face the storm; 
Your foe will soon let fall his crest, 

And bow submissive to your form. 


THE SKY-LARK. 


As soon as Aurora with roseate hands 
Has open’d the portals for Phcebus’s car, 
While waiting to welcome him, blushing she stands, 
And the streams of his glory are seen from afar 
The lark rises up on the wings of delight, 
To catch the ray as it darts through the sky, 
To bathe in the splendour of heavenly light, 
her glows with the life-giving beams from on 


Hark! while he is soaring, how sweetly he sin 
How he pours forth his soul to the zod : 
And'as he mounts higher, he flutters is of th ne 


In. an ecstacy, swelling the notes of his lay. 


But as he descends from the regions above, 
The cadence is softer—still softer—and dies 


As he lights on the earth. Then he hast 
to his lov 
And they sip the bright dew-drops Kerera suppli ‘ 
es. 
King’s Cross. Ww. 


& THUNDER-STORM. 


Hark! o’er my head loud thunders 

Bis See forked lightnings fly; 
. *Tis God that speaks: be calm, my soul 
tempests cleave the sky. 


Tho’ awful as the scene appears, 


roll, 


his sov’reign will. 
ase [rom my soul my coward fears, — 
And, worshipping, stand stil]. — 


Tis his own voice that rends the 
He pours the liquid fire, re 

When once he speaks his armies fly 

_ . To accomplish his desire. 


Upon his mighty thro 


Bonietimes for purpos 
To draw us near to 


O’erawed with such subli iews, 
* majesty and power; 
gorCan I, a worm of earth, refuse, 

“(Te Worship and adore. 


J 
ve 


| betraying either undue anxiety, an 
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Far be my heart from doubting more, — 
When stormy clouds appear; 

I am as safe when thunders roar, 
As when the sky is clear. 


How various are death’s shafts, that fly 
Round each unconscious head! 

A pebble stone, as thunders nigh, 
May stretch us with the dead. 


~ But this I'll own with thoughts divine— 
aie. That though his ways are deep, 
Though storms may rage or suns may shine, 


t sleep. 
His mercy does not sleep. sw. 
INTELLIGENCE. 


TRIAL OF MR. AVERY. 


Our advices from Newport of the progress of this trial 
are to Thursday morning. The panel was not complet- 
ed until five o’clock in the afternoon of the precedin 
day. About one hundred jurors were summoned, an 
more than forty were called, before the requisite num- 
ber was completed. A great proportion of them had 
formed an opinion on the subject, from the numerous 
publications which had been made, and consequently 
were disqualified from trying the issue. The case was 
opened, on the part of the prosecution, by Mr. Staples, 
and the first witness, Mr. Borden, of Fall river, was un- 
der examination at the latest accounts. With the ex- 
ception of two, all the jury belonged to Newport. 

bout sixty witnesses had been summoned against the 
prisoner, and nearly a hundred in his defence: and we 
are happy to learn that there is no indication of excite- 
ment or undue influence prevailing, and that the jury 
had been seleeted with entire regard to their standing,as 
indifferent and impartial citizens.—V. Y. Com. 


A correspondent of the Boston Advocate writes: ‘The 
prisoner himself is exceedingly composed, and collect- 
ed. He sits in a chair, by his counsel, as though he were 
attending to his ordinary business. His appearance is 
entirely prepossessing, and his manners easy without any 
show of assurance. He looks much — than his 
age, whieh is about 37. His figure 1, thin, and 
rather genteel, and he wears less of the professional air 
than is common to clergymen of his denomination. He 
has a partially dark complexion, dark hair, cut close 
round his forehead, and his face may be called hand- 


some. His dress is adapted to his profession, with no 
attempt at display.” 


TRIAL OF MR. AVERY. 
Correspondence of the Boston Daily Advocate. 


Newport, Sunpay, Mar 12. 


The Court on the Avery Trial, adjourned last eveni 

at 7 o’clock, after an extremely arduous day’s work, an 
will meet again on Monday morning at 9 o’clock. The 
day has been spent in examining witnesses against the 
prisoner. Seventeen witnesses were examined in the 
course of the day, five of whom were females, and 
twelve males. The prosecution have now examined 
thirty of their witnesses, and several points in their case 
still remain to be brought out in the testimony, which 
thus far has been more minute, and of course more vo- 
luminous, than it was in the examination before the 
magistrates at Bristol. The prisoner preserves the 
same self-possession with which he first came into court. 
In the course of the examination to-day, which he ob- 


| served closely, he wrote several questions and handed 


them to his counsel, across the table. Let a man, how- 
ever innocent, faney himself placed under a pressure of 
such circumstances, and he can easily conceive how 
trying the task would be to go through with it, without 


ected indifference, 
or a reckless hardihood. 
Still there is no ground for drawing any inference 
from the fact that a prisoner conducts himself with en- 
tire propriety, either favorable or unfavorable to the 
question before the jury. It may be constitutional; it 
may be forced, or it may be the high consciousness of 
innocence. There are certain complexions that do not 
readily betray any internal emotions, and it would often 
be as unjust to infer guilt from the excitement and anx- 
iety of an innocent man charged with a crime, affecting 
his life, as it would be to infer innocence from an exter- 
nal air of composure. It is, however, a matter of curious 
speculation on the human mind, to watch its eperations 


in allextremes. The propensity is strong in man to see 


how his fellow. man sustains a severe 


any circumstances; nor ought it to be fairly. attributed! 


sure under} 


to a mere idle curiosity. It is something higher. Firm- 
ness and propriety of demeanor always command res- 
pect, whatever may the public sentiment as to the 
merits or innocence of the individual who exercises 
these qualities, under severe trial. In the present in- 
stance they have not failed to produce that impression. 


CHOLERA AT NEW ORLEANS. 


It gives us pain to learn from the following para- 
graph, that the Cholera, or some disease resembling it, 
was making alarming havoc at New Orleans about the 
Ist of this month. | 

New Oneans, April 30, (Evening.) 

. We are not alarmists, nor would we wantonly instil 
chimeral fears into the minds of our fellow citizens.— 
But we believe it to be sound policy, and conceive it our 
duty to inform them of the actual situation of the health 
of the city. It would be ridiculous to deny, that for 
some days past the number of deaths had been increas- 
ing, and that the greater expired after a very few 
hours sickness; to speak plainly, they died of the merci- 
less cholera, or if we mistake the character of that dire 
disease, the prevailing one is, at least, as fatal in its ef- 
fects; and, although hitherto the number of victims may 
be deemed inconsiderable, we nevertheless are of opin- 
ion that our constituted authorities should inquire into 
the state of the public health, and adopt such measures 
as might tend to prevent further mischief. We earnest- 
ly hope to find that some of our medical gentlemen will 
lose no time in throwing light upon this dreadful sub- 
ject; and we will with pleasure co-operate with them, in 
publishing whatever might be calculated to tranquilize 
the general feeling of painful apprehension,or allay an 
fi or unfounded forboding which may be excited. 


BOSTON FAIR. 


The great fair recently held in Boston, for the benefit 
of the Institution for the Blind, has been described by 
the editors of that place, in most glowing colors. The 
result, nearly $12,000, shews that such descriptions are 
sanctioned by facts. We were a few days since looking 
over a Ictter from a lady in that city, and were struck 
with an anecdote not yet reported in Boston. - 

The accomplished and lovely Mrs. O. was ect all 
eyes to her table, when a sailor bore down towards her, 
with seers symptoms of becoming a purchaser of some 
of the articles before her. e drew from his 
pocket a ten dollar note, and after looking steadfastly 
upon the lady, he laid the money on the table, and was 
a to withdraw—‘“‘will yot take some article for your 
money,” said Mrs. O. to him. The honest fellow turned 
again towards her, and looked—then with an expressive 


hitch, he sheered off, saying, ‘‘no, I’ve had my money's 
worth.—Baltimore Patriot. 
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